
 

Welcome to the 25th Austin Pond and Garden Tour. This is a self-guided charity driving tour. 
You can drive your own car and visit at your own pace.  

The suggested route follows a logical loop and the addresses are visible to map apps on your 
phone. Click on the addresses to send them to your phone’s mapping app. 

• Saturday, June 1 – South Ponds (9 AM to 5 PM) 
• Night pond, June 1 – (8:00 PM to 10:30 PM) 
• Sunday, June 2 – North Ponds (9 AM to 5 PM) 

 

 
Show your electronic receipt at your first pond to receive 
your wristband. Please show your wristband at each pond. 

Rain or Shine. No pets. No refunds. 

 



25th Austin Pond & Garden Tour   

Welcome to the Austin Pond Society 25th Pond and Garden Tour. We are celebrating this year 
by revisiting some classic ponds from prior tours and exploring many new ponds on the tour. 
On this tour, you will be amazed at how the owners have transformed their yards into 
sanctuaries. The have let their imaginations run wild, building a pirate ship, filling a piano 
with succulents, or creating naturescapes populated with wild and domestic plants and 
animals. Many of these ponds and gardens are owner built but we have some excellent 
examples of professionally built and landscaped ponds and gardens. The owners proudly share 
their work with you. Please feel free to ask questions of the owners about the pond and 
gardens. 

The Saturday tour starts in Westlake Hills with classic ponds which people love. Shari’s pond 
out in Spicewood is new to the tour and is quite unique; check the parking instructions in the 
review. It is a long trek to Bastrop but there are three gorgeous ponds which make it worth 
the trip. 

Take a break in the early evening, have dinner in Bastrop or come back to South Congress, 
then go to the night pond. David & Barbara are back, keeping Austin Weird, with their crazy 
night pond and garden. 

The north ponds on Sunday include 5 ponds which have never been on the tour before and one 
pond with a new front yard stream. The route stretches from Pflugerville, through Round 
Rock, into north Austin and up to Leander.   

The tour has always been a charity event; this year we have chosen three charities to split 
the proceeds: 

• Central Texas Gardner – KLRU 
• Austin Pets Alive 
• Donor Choice 

I hope you are inspired by the ponds and water gardens you see on your tour. If you are 
interested in creating your own wonderful water feature, come to the Austin Pond Society 
meeting at 6:30 the third Monday of each month, except December. 

 Ted Paone – Tour Director 

 

 

 

 

 

Where is Mayfield Park? 
The Mayfield Park ponds are special to the Austin Pond Society, they were the 
recipients of the 2017 pond tour and volunteers, led by Jeannie Ferrier, repotted 
all the plants, cleaned up the ponds, and installed new equipment. We wanted 
the ponds on the tour this year but Mayfield Park is having events this weekend 
including a memorial for one of their caretakers.  You may visit the ponds at any 
time but be respectful to the participants in their events. 



Photographs and video may be taken for personal use only at any of the ponds. Please thank 
the owners for sharing their ponds, gardens and day with us. Do not ask them to open their 
property at other times than those designated for the tour. Please stay on the designated 
paths and take care around landscaping. Do not throw anything in the ponds or on the ground. 
Watch your children as ponds are kid magnets. If you have any problem or concern, please see 
a volunteer at the pond. 

 

 

 

  

25th Austin Pond Tour T-Shirts 

 

Purchase at the first and last ponds each day 
$20 S-XL, $25 – XXL & XXXL 

Tank top available 

2019 Austin Pond Tour Committee 
It takes a lot of work to put on the pond tour and it can’t be 
done without all these volunteers who stepped up to make it 

happen 

Ted Paone ∙ Ellen Filtness ∙ Nancy Hall ∙ BJ Jenkins ∙ Max Rice 
Mary Word ∙ Mike Peppers ∙ Margaret Boeneke ∙ Frank Allcorn 

Glenn Hubenthal ∙ Matt Boring 

Like us on Facebook and follow to keep up with all our happenings 

https://www.facebook.com/fallcorn/ 

https://www.facebook.com/fallcorn/


 

Tips for Pond Touring 
• Wear sun protection – Bring sunscreen and reapply it during the day. Use it even if 

cloudy. A hat, visor, sunglasses, and maybe even a parasol will help keep off the 
brutal rays of the sun. 

• Wear comfortable clothing and shoes — it’s June, and we’re in Austin, so wear cool 
and comfortable clothing. You may be walking on arched bridges and stepping over 
stones, so wear shoes that won’t be slippery.  

• Drink plenty of water — having a cooler with ice and bottled water in the car is a real 
convenience.  

• Purchase your wristbands and T-shirts on line bit.ly/gardenswithfish. Wristbands will 
only be sold at the first and last ponds on the map. Credit card only. You can buy your 
wristband on line and present the receipt even on the tour days. 

• Pick up a T-shirt –There will be a limited number of celebration T-shirts available for 
sale at the first and last ponds on the map, credit card only. 

• Pick up your wristbands – Show your electronic receipt at your first pond to pick up 
your wristbands. Group wristbands shall be picked up together. Show your wristband 
at each pond entrance on both days.  

• Tour with family and friends — it’s always fun to share experiences and memories 
later on. Plus, every driver could use a navigator and a back seat driver.  

• Plan a route — the pond numbers have been organized in order to cover all the ponds 
in the easiest manner, usually by the shortest route. If you are short of time, read the 
reviews and choose which ponds you will visit. There are close groupings on each day 
where the distance between the ponds is small. 

• Use your GPS or bring a map — the addresses in the electronic program can be sent to 
your electronic map app. The directions are from pond to pond from Google. 

• Bring a camera — your photos will provide a record of all the wonderful things you’ll 
see; bring accessories like extra batteries or memory cards.  

• Take a break — since you may find yourself in an unfamiliar area, have lunch at a new 
place. Rest a while, cool off, and you’ll be invigorated for the afternoon.  

• Relax and enjoy — this isn’t a contest, so don’t rush from pond to pond. Sit down and 
enjoy the sights and sounds of beautiful Austin gardens.  

 

  Pond touring is thirsty 
work… 

Be sure to drink plenty of 
water throughout the day! 



Saturday – South Ponds 

9 AM to 5 PM 
S1* Mark & Debi 3705 Corum Cv, Austin, TX 78746-1551 
S2 Marc 1103 Ridgecrest Dr, Austin, TX 78746-2311 
S3 Dan & Paula 609 Furlong Dr, Austin, TX 78746-4128 
S4 Shari & John 1622 Pace Bend Rd S, Spicewood, TX 78669-1551 
S5 Cathy & Brent 197 Trigg Rd, Bastrop, TX 78602-3213 
S6 Joel & Mary Jane 112 Moku Ct, Bastrop, TX 78602-5455 
S7* BJ & Sam 724 E Riverside Dr, Bastrop, TX 78602-7309 
 

*These ponds take credit cards for wristband and T-shirt purchase. 

 

Looking for a home so you can create your own 
pond and garden? Barb has the knowledge to 
make that happen. She knows ponds and 
gardens; she will help you find just the right place 
to build the oasis of your dreams. 

  

https://goo.gl/maps/MWdXKmYc6izm6EPU8
https://goo.gl/maps/853zQquASbDtnAaM9
https://goo.gl/maps/GfnQ834qmWmjLVfx5
https://goo.gl/maps/oznBH5ZFduGVyHpd6
https://goo.gl/maps/1uS1fewZfzqvFGQZ9
https://goo.gl/maps/siVkcBh4p9roQSnD8
https://goo.gl/maps/hBQ3PCdhhsCNZ7SV7


 

S1 Mark and Debi 

3705 Corum Cove, Austin 78746 
 
These ponds are a favorite classic which have been on the tour multiple times. The 
grounds were thought to be unbuildable due to multiple springs on the property which 
release over 20,000 gallons of water. The ponds and streams became elements of the 
drainage solution. The two ponds, 40000 gallons and 166000 gallons are fed by two 
125 foot long streams forming a magnificent lily filled water garden. Many of the native 
plants in the streams were transported from Dripping Springs. Mark and Debi had to 
become knowledgeable in shade gardening to create the beautiful gardens. 
The ponds were started in 1995 and have been built by various contractors. The 

surrounding slabs of limestone were 
quarried on the site. 
There is more to this property than the 
beautiful ponds. Continue past the 
gazebo at the rear of the ponds and 
wander through the maze. Mark built this 
for his wife after she donated a kidney to 
him. The maze spells out the word “Love” 
and includes sculptures and plaques 
related to health and kidney research. 
As you wander beyond the maze through 
native and tropical plants to the rear of 
the property, you will come upon the 
grandchildren’s dreams, a multi-story 
pirate ship and the princess house. 
Shiver me timbers, to be six again, 
matey. 
 
 

  We wouldn’t be here without our sponsors! 
Throughout the program, you will see the local business advertisement showcasing our 
sponsors. It is through their generous support that the Austin Pond and Garden Tour is 
made possible. Many are Austin Pond Society members; others provide products or 
services of interest to pond owners and the pond society, including eating. Payback is 
tremendous, whether we buy the meeting dinner from a restaurant sponsor or purchase 
equipment or services from the sponsor individually or as the society. But most of all, 
they care about ponds, pond people and the pond tour for the 25th time. 

We could not do this tour without their support. Please support them when you need 
their services and say “Thanks”, next time you see them or stop in to their locations. 



S2 Marc 

1103 Ridgecrest Drive, Austin 78746 
 
Limited Handicap access. Lots of steep uneven steps. A golf cart is available for 
transport down to the grotto. 
 

There’s a lot to see on this 
incredible five-acre 
property in the middle of 
the Westlake hills.  Marc 
designed his house and all 
the other features of the 
property between 2002 
and 2017 – all from a 
labor of love, love of water 
and its sounds, and a can-
do attitude.  It takes a bit 
of hiking to traverse the 
property. There are stone 
steps and gravel 
pathways, so be sure to 
wear comfortable shoes in 

order to see everything. At the giant floating granite sphere, floating on water, give it a 
spin. There are beautiful plantings and Mother Nature has contributed to the garden. 
There is yard art, a koi pond, a pouring-vase water feature, and three recirculating 
water-plant ponds. The 90,000 gallon “swimming hole” is at the bottom of the valley 
which runs through the middle of the property. The swimming hole and grotto with its 
cylindrical waterfall have taken years to complete and delivers that sound Marc loves. 
An amazing project! 
 
 

 
Support our sponsors. Taylor Miller makes 
gorgeous ponds and water features. From Zen 
gardens to disappearing fountains, Taylor can 
design and build your own backyard oasis.  



S3 Dan and Paula 

609 Furlong Dr., Austin 78746 
 
“Colossal” and “awe-inspiring” aptly describe this property. Enter through a bed of 
decomposed granite and native plants. A small stream and waterfall lead into a well-
disguised bog, which flows into an amazing setting. A second stream joins the first, 
combines with recirculated water from the pond, and results in a total waterfall flow of 
over 17,000 gallons per hour. Massive red sandstone boulders form the 15-foot-wide 
waterfall. The 18,000-gallon pond is about 6 feet deep and 30 feet long and is home to 
a large school of koi and a turtle. Skimmers and a bog keep the water clear enough to 

swim in. Occasionally, the owners scuba 
dive with the fishes.  

Dan and Paula had long contemplated 
building a pond but were spurred to action 
by a serious boating accident involving 
Paula. Realizing life was precarious and 
precious, Dan and Paula decided to move 
forward to realize their dream – and what a 
truly beautiful dream it is. 

 

 

Are you hungry? North at 11101 Burnet Rd. 
A-100 and South at 6818 West Gate Blvd. 
Pond society members get 10% off. 

 

 

 

 

  

Party With the Ponders! 
Periodically, the Austin Pond Society will have members-only gatherings at one of our member’s 
ponds or one of our sponsor’s businesses. These are fun events where you can socialize and tell fish 
tales over food and drink. You get to share your fellow member’s pride in their aquascape. 



S4 Shari and John 

1622 Pace Bend Rd South, Spicewood, Texas 78669 

It is worth the trip to Spicewood to see 
this marvelous and unique garden and 
owner-built pond. Shari is a master 
gardener and has more than 300 
species of plants located on a small hill 
next to the house which overlooks Lake 
Travis. Mixed in with the plants are 
statues, a wooden bridge over a bed of 
colored glass, a grand piano with plants 
in the interior, a hobby horse, a 
succulent growing out of a typewriter, 
and other unique objects.  

Shari started gardening in 2008 with a rough septic area. The soil was very poor, rocky 
and caliche. She spent the first years bringing in tons of organic matter, compost, 
mulch, and pine straw bales to the grounds. Over the years, she added hundreds of 
host and nectar plants for butterflies that were native to the area, learning to plant only 
native plants that were hardy perennials for central Texas. 

After reading The Unlikely Lavender Queen, Shari was inspired to try a test garden of 
lavenders. Sweet and English lavenders grew best because they could handle more 
humidity from the river and repel deer. 

What’s in that geodesic dome off of Ben White? 
It is no secret UFO base, it is a wonderful place 
for your pond and aquarium needs. 

 

 

  

Ponds help maintain insect and wildlife 
populations even during the droughts. 
Mosquitoes do not like to breed in 
flowing water while dragon flies and 
backswimmers snack on the mosquito 
larva. These, in-turn, provide dinner for 
birds, frogs, bats, and fish. Your own 
backyard microecosystem. 



S5 Cathy and Brent 

197 Trigg Road, Bastrop, 78602   
 
Accessible 
 
This 5-acre homesite offers many opportunities for exploration and you will want to allot 
plenty of time for your visit. The property sits within a wildlife sanctuary, so you may see 
oryx, blackbuck antelope, or mouflon sheep. Notice the water feature by the front gate; 
it will be the first of seven. Pass to the right of the home and you’ll see a disappearing 
fountain spilling over a large urn, then go past the next contemporary water feature to 
the rear of the house. Spend a few minutes by the dovecote and enjoy the coos of eight 
turtle doves.  

                  
 
To the left of the patio, you’ll find the 2,500-gallon pond with three very chubby koi. The 
pond is less than two feet deep but has excellent water quality and utilizes a Savio 
skimmer, a UV light, and a Savio Livingponds Filter. Take your time and walk through 
the raised vegetable garden and the orchard with its 20 varieties of fruit trees. Don’t 
miss the tiny pond with its water lilies and waterfall at the rear of the pool. Lovely 
plantings surround the patio, pond, and gazebo weave this garden into a beautiful 
tapestry.  
 
Past the gazebo and the last water feature, you’ll find a flock of very happy chickens 
with a beautiful garden of their own. To the right, there is a pasture with three miniature 
donkeys who will be waiting for you to visit with them.  
  



S6 Joel and Mary Jane 

112 Moku Court, Bastrop 78602  
 
Accessible 

 
This garden contains a 
fascinating combination of xeric 
plantings, tropicals, and a 
stunning crystal-clear pond. As 
you enter the property, wander 
across the front of the home 
and down the sidewalk through 
a garden of cactus, agave, and 
red yucca. On either side of the 
front door, there are large 
sculptures created from rusted 
and burned culverts that were 
found after the Bastrop fire in 
2011. The piece on the right is 
titled “Phoenix Rising from the 
Fire” and it is hauntingly 
beautiful. 

 
The focal point of the rear garden is a 4-foot-deep pond that was completely 
constructed by Joel and has perfect water quality. This pond has a bottom drain and 
filtration that was designed to keep the water as clear as possible. Located out of sight 
behind the large waterfall is the filter system, which consists of two large plastic tubs 
that hold a leaf basket, brushes, and filter pads. The pond contains about 20 koi, 
goldfish, and water lilies and is surrounded by tropical plantings and rosebushes. 
Attached to the potting shed is a gorgeous fired-clay wall panel with a Tree of Life, 
which Mary Jane created. 
 
 

  
Want to find out how to create your own pond? 

Even if you live in an apartment? 
 

Come to the Austin Pond Society meetings 
6:30 for dinner  
7:00 meeting and program 
 

• July 15 – Small ponds and container water gardens  
• August 19 – Pond 101 



S7 BJ and Sam 

724 East Riverside Dr., Bastrop 78602 
 
Accessible 
 
This site was last on the tour in 2013 and many new features have been added since 
then. Overlooking the Lower Colorado River, a new patio in the front garden contains a 
small pond whose soft burbling offers a relaxing soundscape. In the rear garden, the koi 
pond, at 4 1/2 feet deep, is home to over 20 large fish; while the more shallow lower 
pond contains two Foxfire waterlilies and plenty of happy goldfish. Both ponds use large 
bogs of iris for filtration. Since 2013, the landscaping has been changed to attract fewer 

deer, which wander in from 
the golf course behind the 
property. 
 
The waterfall on the koi 
pond was recently 
enlarged and now 
incorporates a new filter, 
three waterfalls, a stream 
and a waterlily pool. A 
Savio Livingponds Filter 
provides the additional 
filtration and is concealed 
by terraces planted with 
asparagus fern, sedum, 
and Asiatic jasmine. The 
owners were inspired by 
previous pond tours and 
did all the construction 
themselves. They are still 
married! 
 
 
 

Multi-generational family owned and 
operated, bringing Koi and Fancy 
Goldfish expertise to the Central Texas 
area. Check out their seminars and the 
Annual Koi and Fancy Goldfish Show in 
the fall. Well worth the trip.  
 

  



The Night Pond  

Saturday 8:00 – 10:30 
 

Night* Barbara & David 5117 Meadow Creek Dr, Austin, TX 78745-3045 
The night pond is always an exciting part of the tour. After you have had a chance to refuel and 
rest, come out to see how a landscape changes in the dark. 

David and Barbara 

5117 Meadow Creek Austin, TX 78754 

The 25th Pond and Garden Tour would not be complete without David and Barbara’s 
fantastic yard – and it’s all lit up at night. This is a place of fun, imagination, and 
inspiration. The little library in front is full of books, take one/leave one. 
Walk carefully, especially if it is raining, the handmade stepping stones can be slippery. 
The water features start with a disappearing fountain, perfect starting project for new 
ponders. Don't miss the sculpture and plantings as you make your way to the back. 
David loves to reuse, recycle, and repurpose – from replaced fixtures to free stones 
from the cemetery which were removed to make way for the new occupants. The 
waterfall, a favorite meditation spot for David, was built from the latter. The pool at its 
base is familiar but was renewed as a goldfish pond after it was attacked by wild 
animals from across the creek. Cross the first bridge and turn right to enter a reading 
nook overlooking the goldfish pond or turn left to take in the koi pond and Barbara’s 
beautiful shade garden. To display the colors she loves, she carefully chooses Hawaiian 
tea plants and bromeliads, as well as a variety of ferns supplying shades of green.  

David enjoys playing with electricity, so the yard is beautifully lit. He has also installed 
safety cables on the cliff and worked his magic to make them invisible. 

 
It has been a long tour day so have a 
seat and relax, then wander the yard, 
crossing the second bridge to explore 
the other disappearing fountain. 
 
David and Barbara are blessed with 
great neighbors and they do their best 
to Keep Austin Weird!  
 
David has produced a YouTube video 
to introduce the garden to you:  

Barbara and David's Paradise Tour 

https://goo.gl/maps/vrg3KWmWNHmhvRfB6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vwm_r3NOlg0


North Ponds 

Sunday 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
 

N1* Matt 6831 Thistle Hill Way, Austin, TX 78754-5802 
N2 Max & Val 2501 Amen Corner Rd, Pflugerville, TX 78660-5027 
N3 Joe & Joan 5308 Bull Run, Austin, TX 78727-6608 
N4 Mindy & Chris 5405 Bull Run Cir, Austin, TX 78727-6501 
N5 Tammy & Steve 2504 Bowen St, Leander, TX 78641-4449 
N6* Gwenn 1300 High Lonesome, Leander, TX 78641-3659 

 

*These ponds take credit cards for wristband and T-shirt purchase. 

      

 

  
Fish Rescue 

The Austin Pond Society rescues pond fish 
such as Koi who have outgrown their 
habitats or from ponds that are closing down. 
These rescued fish are distributed for free to 
the society members after they are checked 
for diseases and parasites. 

Plant Swap 
Every April, the Austin Pond Society holds their 
annual plant swap. Members bring in extra 
plants from their ponds and gardens and go 
home with plants from other members. You can 
pick up new and different plants such as lotus, 
water lilies, bog plants and more. 

https://goo.gl/maps/hnP4oWHciLKWX4pU9
https://goo.gl/maps/KrEUewkav1oa6eDM7
https://goo.gl/maps/pXnCQLFUc75gjEkB9
https://goo.gl/maps/6cv6DdohK3MZj2hf6
https://goo.gl/maps/zix62XwhC4b4xZrQ6
https://goo.gl/maps/BEAjef1fGHLcz14v5


N1 Matt 

6831 Thistle Hill Way, Austin, TX 78754 

You know someone really loves the joy of flowing water when he builds a stream in his 
front yard because he has run out of room in the backyard. For Matt, that is the best 
solution to an erosion problem under the shade of his live oaks. This is an owner-built 
pond – but Matt is the owner of Texas Ponds and Water Features, a long-time sponsor 
of the Austin Pond Society, so does that count?! 

Matt has an eye for rock selection and placement, getting the most out of each native 
Texas boulder, whether it is pleasing sounds from the waterfalls or providing a place for 
the koi to hide. 

The backyard pond may be 
familiar to long time pond 
tourists. Matt built this pond for 
a client who put it on the tour 
when the garden was young. 
Matt had a chance to live there 
and has cared for the pond and 
gardens since. The pond has a 
deep bog filter from which 
springs the stream crossed by 
the bridge. The waterfall, which 
supplies most of the sounds, is 

driven by the same pump as the bog. They both drain into the fish pond before being 
sucked up by the skimmer. The 1,000 gallon pond hosts many rescued koi, big and 
happy in their home. Goldfish, shubunkins, and mosquito fish share the space.  

The front stream is new. Designed to address a major erosion problem under the shade 
of the live oak trees, it has three pumps driving four outlets including the guy holding on 
and spitting into the stream. It all disappears at the bottom. Everything is in shade so 
the plants are chosen to survive. Ferns are establishing, as are irises. Already a 

beautiful stream, it will only get better as it 
matures. 

 

Support our sponsors. Matt has been a long 
time sponsor of the Austin Pond Society and 
has built many beautiful ponds in the area. You 
will see plenty of his work on this tour. 
 



N2 Max & Val 

2501 Amen Corner Road, Pflugerville, TX 78660 

Max and Val have been enjoying ponds for many years, starting with a small pond in 
Circle C and building a bigger pond at their next house. When they moved to 
Pflugerville 12 years ago, they designed and had built a 1,700-gallon pond which makes 
its tour debut this year. The colorful koi which fill the pond were raised from small fry to 
the beautiful fish you see today including a gorgeous yellow butterfly koi. 

They live on a golf course, a perfect place for Blue Herons, those dastardly birds who 
can devastate a fish population, but Max and Val have no problems. They have figured 
out how to keep those herons at bay. They know that geese are highly territorial and will 
chase anything that is in their space, including children and herons. Rather than scare 
their grandchildren, they got a large goose decoy which floats in their pond and the 
herons don’t bother visiting. They are so successful they often have to share their new 
fry with the Austin Pond Society members. 

 
The pond is a cornerstone of a very relaxing back yard. A wall of multi-colored elephant 
ears forms a backdrop to the pond. Flowering hibiscus plants above the waterfall bring 
additional color to the garden. Enjoy the beauty safe from the hungry herons passing 
overhead to their havens on the golf course. 

 

  
Follow Frank’s Ponding Adventures 

Our resident photographer, webmaster, and pond blogger, Francis Allcorn, 
has published almost 1000 articles in the past 8 years. Follow Frank as he 
celebrates life, poetry, and ponds. 

http://pondblog2011.com 

http://pondblog2011.com/


N3 Joe and Joan 

5308 Bull Run Austin 

A beautiful expanse of grass and several pecan trees greet you as you enter the lovely 
landscape. The immense back yard is an expanse of oak trees – originally just a pile of 
boulders. You will also see a large, fenced raised-bed vegetable garden with 25 
different vegetables growing plus varieties of tomatoes and sweet peppers. 

To the right is a swimming pool and in the back of the pool is a 60-foot-long stream 
leading to a small pond with goldfish. This area of the property was wild for 35 years 
and they called it “the woods.” In the process of clearing out the poison ivy filled area, 
they discovered large boulders with interesting features. The spacing of oak trees and 
slope of the land gave the appearance of a quiet woodland area. The only thing missing 
was a stream, so Joe attended a free one-hour seminar on constructing a stream that 
appeared simple. However, the excavation of the pond at the end of the stream was 
difficult and took two months to chisel through the rock. 

 

A path takes you around the 
stream and to a nice sitting 
area.  Everything is beautifully 
landscaped with a variety of 
plants. They have a Kentucky 
Coffee Tree, grown from a 
seed from the Toronto 
Botanical Garden. The only 
other one in Austin is in the 
Hartman Prehistoric garden at 
Zilker Botanical Garden. 

 

 

  
Got a Business? Be a Sponsor 

You can easily reach our 100+ member families, be featured in the pond tour program and on 
the Austin Pond Society website and in the monthly newsletter as an Austin Pond Society 
sponsor. If your business is pond or garden related, this is the place for you but even if your 
services or products point in other directions, consider an APS sponsorship. We have had many 
different sponsors over the years, pond builders, landscape designers and nurseries, of course 
but also restaurants, dentists and general handy services, pond lovers all. And we pay them back 
with our support. To find out more about becoming a sponsor contact the president at 
president@austinpondsociety.org 



N4 Mindy and Chris 

5405 Bull Run Circle, Austin 78727 

Hate to mow your lawn? Want to collect rainwater on a grand scale? Be sure to visit this 
pond and garden. Replacing their usual neighborhood lawn, Mindy and Chris have 
created a wonderful, naturalized oasis in their front yard. Built by Stonebridge 
Landscaping, the stone path leads you through a naturalized area with specimen 
plantings such as mealy blue sage, once covered in bluebonnets. Those dots on the 
wall ahead are wine bottles incorporated into the stonework. In the garden and pond 
area, the densely packed multitude of plants surrounds you. Yard art animals peek out 
to eye the visitors. 

 

The 1000-gallon pond sits on a man-made hill, a small “spring feed” at the top of the 
pond is controlled by a ball valve. The water in the pool bubbles up through a filter and 
then cascades down several tiers of rocks, creating a pleasant sound which masks the 
traffic on nearby Hwy 183. The water disappears into the ground, to be pumped back up 
to the pool. 

Follow the mosaic path and veer left beyond the house to see the 10,000-gallon 
rainwater collection system which is used to fill the pond and irrigate the landscape.  

 

 

 

N5 Tammy & Steve 

Interested in Ponds and Gardens? 
The Austin Pond Society meets the third Monday of each month, except December, at Zilker 
Botanical Gardens. Dinner is at 6:30 and the meeting starts at 7:00. Come join in, even if you don’t 
have a pond or if you have one and lots of questions. 



2504 Bowen St., Leander, TX  78641 

This beautiful pond was built by Matt Boring in 2017. The area features Certified Wildlife 
Habitat, stunning night lights, native or adaptive plants, two species of Yaupons, David 
Austin Roses, and composting. Steve and Tammy are nature lovers originally from 
Pennsylvania where they also had a pond.  

Follow the swallows to this backyard oasis. It has a 10 by 15-foot pond with a filtered 
waterfall and river bed. Only natural bacteria are used in this pond. Koi, shubunkins, 
and fantail goldfish swim happily among the lovely water lilies and iris in their natural 
style 900-gallon pond. See bird houses, feeders, a bottle tree, and whimsical yard art.  
Come relax on the beautiful large patio overlooking the pond and garden. 

 

Native plants, magnolias, loquat 
trees, weeping and other yaupon 
hollies, and many amazing David 
Austin and Knockout roses thrive in 
their gardens. Ask Tammy about 
natural ponding and the benefits of 
compost gardening. 

 

 

Hill Country Water Gardens is an amazing 
nursery filled with wonderful ponds and 
plants. They are another long time Austin 
Pond Society sponsor and APS members 
get a discount by showing their membership 
card. It is on your way back from Leander 
so stop in for a visit.  

  



N6 Gwenn 

1300 High Lonesome, Leander 78641 

Limited Wheelchair Access 

First time on tour! This pond, stream, and waterfall feature breathtaking scenic hill 
country views with a natural desert-scape in front of property.  

This gorgeous pond is 
approximately 1,000 gallons 
and has an amazing 18-foot 
stream with waterfall and 
bog. This all-natural pond 
was rebuilt by Matt Boring in 
2018 and is a pond within a 
pond. No more messy filters 
to clean - the skimmer and 
pond is maintained with a 
natural balance of bacteria, 
fish, and plants. The pond is 
scenically located 
overlooking the pool in the 
back garden.  

The pond, with riverbed and fish tunnel, is home to koi, water lilies, calla lilies, ferns and 
elephant ears. Lots of delightful and wild yard art reside in the water garden, but watch 
out for the local resident bobcat as well! Try not to rush – there is so much to see and 
enjoy. 

 

  

Austin Pond Society Board of Directors 
These people contribute to the leadership of the Austin Pond Society, setting the agenda for the meetings, providing 
vittles, engaging the program, and maintaining the relationship with the members, sponsors and other garden clubs in 
the Austin area. 

President Barb Lenhardt Publicity Nancy Hall 

Treasurer Mike Peppers Historian Glenn Hubenthal 

Secretary Julienne Smith Programs BJ Jenkins 

Tour Director Ted Paone Librarian Holly Hargraves 

Membership Margaret Boeneke Webmaster Frank Allcorn 

Hospitality Gwenn Goulet Director at Large Cat Bilbrey 
 



The tour is over for 2019, we hope you had a great time and were inspired by all the 
wonderful gardens and ponds. We want your feedback so we will be sending you a link 
to a survey about the tour. After filling out the survey, you will be entered into a drawing 
for a pair of wristbands and a pair of T-shirts for the next Austin Pond and Garden Tour. 

About the Austin Pond Society 

 
The Austin Pond Society (APS) is a nonprofit 501c(3) organization with more than 
100 families dedicated to increasing the awareness of water gardening and 
distributing information on pond construction, filtration, water plants, fish keeping 
and other aspects of water gardening. 
We are members of the Associated Koi Clubs of America and the Austin Area 
Garden Council at Zilker Botanical Gardens. 

 
The APS meets the third Monday of each month except December at Zilker 
Botanical Gardens. 
Dinner starts at 6:30 
The meeting and program start at 7:00 
Come join us at our meeting. All are welcome. 
 
 
Membership dues are $30 a household per year. 
Visit our website: www.austinpondsociety.org 
Follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/pages/Austin-Pond-Society/120839011252 
 
 

Why Join the Austin Pond Society? 

 
APS provides a lot of resources and activities available to members and non-
members alike. Attend the monthly meetings with various programs on ponds and 
gardens. Check out our website and our Facebook page for pond insights. 
Members also get the following additional benefits: 
 

 • Plant Swap in April 
• Discounts at many of our sponsors 
• Pond vacuum rental 
• 85 gallon fish transport rental 
• Water gardening library 

• Members only events 
• Community service opportunities 
• Free rescue koi and goldfish from 

our pond rescues. 
• Expert advice 

http://www.austinpondsociety.org/
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